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Richard Porter is Professor of Mathematics and Special Assistant on Experiential 
Education to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Northeastern University in 
Boston. He is Program Director of the Institute on Global and Experiential Education 
hosted by the World Association for Cooperative Education. Rick has served as Chair of 
the Mathematics Department and as Vice President for the Division of Cooperative 
Education at Northeastern University. 

He received his Ph.D. in Mathematics from Yale University. Rick has given invited 
lectures on his mathematics research throughout the country and Europe. He has been 
visiting professor at the Université des Sciences et Technologies de Lille, France and at 
the University of Sussex England.  

Rick has given talks and workshops on experiential education at meetings of the National 
Commission for Cooperative Education, the World Association for Cooperative 
Education, the Cooperative Education and Internship Association, and the Association of 
American Colleges and Universities. He is co-director, with James Stellar, of a Research 
Lab of undergraduate students who conduct research, write papers, and give presentations 
on student learning through various forms of experiential education.  

In his role as Vice President for Cooperative Education, Rick oversaw the Departments of 
Cooperative Education, International Cooperative Education, and Career Services. 
During his time in this role, U.S. News & World Report ranked Northeastern University 
number one in the country for programs that combine classroom learning with real-world 
experience. In addition, Northeastern's Department of Career Services was top ranked by 
Kaplan/Newsweek's "Unofficial, Insider's Guide to the 320 Most Interesting Colleges and 
Universities," 


